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tions ; to their standing up proudly on their hind-legs and beating
the air with their hoofs one rapidly becomes accustomed ; but
when, by an unconsidered jerk of the reins, one unconsciously
gives them the cue to die, they are apt to fling themselves prone
on the ground; thus a histrionic instinct is liable to bring dis-
comfort to the rider unaccustomed to the exigencies of the film.

After the strenuous life of California, the most welcome
rest I ever experienced was that passed in the railway train from
Los Angeles to New York. As the coming guest was welcomed
with salvos of pistols at the hands of " cowboys/' so was the
parting guest speeded. On my arrival in New York I drove from
the station to attend the first rehearsal of Henry VIII. In
New York the earth seems to spin more qttickly round its axis ;
happily, the vitalizing climate enables one to keep pace with
its quickened revolutions ; and the preparations for the Shake-
speare Festival were only part of the daily duties which con-
fronted one. Many hours each day were devoted to these
preparations ; interviews in the newspapers were part of the
daily routine ; and every evening and most afternoons a speech
was exacted, till one felt the kind of impetus which afflicts those
that cannot walk but needs must run.

Our great anxiety as to the fate of the Shakespeare Festival
was set at rest on the first night, when Henry VIII. was pro-
duced in the manner familiar to Londoners. The success of the
Shakespeare representations exceeded all our most sanguine
expectations and falsified the widespread predictions that New
York would not tolerate Shakespeare. We were fortunate,
indeed, that our season synchronized with the Tercentenary
celebrations. The incense of these celebrations blew our way ;
certainly the theatre was nightly filled by crowded audiences;
and the run might have been continued for the entire season
of three months but that I wished to carry out the promised
programme of giving a Shakespeare Festival; separate runs
of The Merchant of Venice and The Merry Wives of Windsor
were accordingly given.

To celebrate Shakespeare Day a performance was organized
on Monday, April 24th, for the British Red Cross Fund. A varied
programme was provided, consisting of scenes from Macbeth,
Henry IV. (Falstaff's'.scenes), the abdication scene from